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RECENT WAILEA808 PRESS RELEASEOUR ORGANIZATION IS DRIVEN BY A PASSION FOR CREATING A FUTURE WHERE PROGRESS ALIGNS WITH THE VALUES OF OUR COMMUNITY. THROUGH ADVOCACY, EDUCATION, AND COLLABORATION, WE AIM TO SHAPE POLICIES AND PRACTICES THAT BENEFIT THE PRESENT AND FUTURE GENERATIONS. WAILEA808 INVITES YOU TO JOIN US IN OUR JOURNEY TOWARDS A MORE HARMONIOUS AND CONSCIOUS APPROACH TO DEVELOPMENT.
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“We must treat Maui’s aquifers, streams, and springs as living partners in our future — planning every new home, resort, and road so that growth never comes at the cost of the source waters that sustain this island.” 

											WCA MEETING

THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE TO THE WCA BODS					
[image: ]WAILEA808 IS FIGHTING ON SEVERAL FRONTS TO STOP THE REDEVELOPMENT OF THE WAILEA GOLF COURSES. WE NEED YOUR HELP!
We engaged a legal firm in December to assist in our efforts to retain the open spaces, amenities, peaceful, quiet resort we all were promised when we purchased in this Master Planned Resort Community. You can help by supporting us with DONATIONS to continue our efforts.
We also need volunteers for individuals that have web and social media experience, communications skills, marketing, and fund-raising capabilities. Our Treasurer is stepping down soon as he received a promotion so anyone with accounting capabilities would be helpful. 
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CWRM Petition_ press release.pdf
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Date: February 17, 2026

Media Contacts:

e Kihei Community Association (KCA): John Laney, President; 808-633-1030;
johnnielaney@gmail.com.

e Maui Meadows Neighborhood Association (MMNA): Les Iczkovitz, President; 808-523-
8449; les.iczkovitz@gmail.com.

e Wailea808: Kay Anderson, President; 469-733-5972; kayandesron1@att.net.

KCA, MMNA, and Wailea808 Petition the State to Designate the Kama‘ole Aquifer
as a Ground Water Management Area

KIHEI, MAUI — The Kihei Community Association, the Maui Meadows Neighborhood
Association, and Wailea808 have submitted a petition asking the State’s Commission on Water
Resource Management (CWRM) to designate the Kama‘ole Aquifer Area as a Ground Water
Management Area (GWMA) just like it has already done for the Central Maui’'s Na Wai Eha and
W. Maui aquifers.

This designation would provide stronger, transparent oversight of groundwater withdrawals to
protect South Maui’s water future in the face of growing demand, and climate-driven reductions
in recharge and rising ocean levels.

Current and planned withdrawals in Kama‘ole exceed 90% of the aquifer’s estimated
sustainable yield (11 million gallons per day), meeting a key statutory criterion for GWMA
designation.

Climate science forecasts significantly reduced recharge ahead; for Kama‘ole, the U.S.
Geological Survey forecasts approximately a 23% (about 16 mgd) decrease in annual mean
rainfall recharge under a mid-century dry climate scenario.

Groundwater levels documented in monitoring data also show a significant trend of
water level decrease, including a decrease of 0.07 feet per year over the past 23 years at the
Waiohuli observation well.

What Petitioners are requesting

Petitioners are asking the Commission to designate Kama’ole aquifer as a GWMA, which
means developers of existing and new water sources must obtain a permit that requires them to
disclose their uses, whether they’ve considered alternatives, and to show their uses are not
harming the ecosystem, Hawaiian customary rights, domestic water uses, or DHHL’s water
uses. The Commission has already taken these steps for the West Maui GWMA. It has also
designated every one of Oahu’s aquifers, as well as the entire island of Molokai.



mailto:johnnielaney@gmail.com

mailto:les.iczkovitz@gmail.com

mailto:kayandesron1@att.net



Why a Ground Water Management Area matters

When an aquifer remains undesignated, the Commission lacks power to comprehensively
manage groundwater uses. Petitioners argue that a GWMA designation is a common-sense
planning step to ensure South Maui’'s groundwater is managed sustainably, with transparency
and enforceable protections, before over-withdrawal becomes irreversible.

Quotes

“Every credible signal is pointing in the same direction: less recharge in the future and rising
demand today. It would be reckless to keep adding withdrawals without stronger oversight. A
Ground Water Management Area is a practical step to protect this aquifer and the community
that depends on it.” John Laney, President, Kihei Community Association

“This is basic risk management. Climate models point to reduced recharge, and South Maui’s
demand pressures aren’t slowing down. If we don’t designate Kama'‘ole now, we’re locking in

future scarcity, exactly when we should be prioritizing water for resident housing and essential
uses.” Les Iczkovitz, President, Maui Meadows Neighborhood Association

“It is reckless for the County and large landowners to plan on adding thousands more homes in
S Maui when we don’t know how much more water the aquifer holds. We have maps and
diagrams of this massive amount of proposed developments that make it easy to see why the
current system is like an uncontrolled land rush, where it is better to be early than late, to start
pumping groundwater. We need the State to use its supervisory authority to assess and
regulate the aquifer.” Kay Anderson, President, Wailea808

What’s next

Petitioners urge community members, water users, and decision-makers to participate in the
public process and provide testimony supporting the designation of the Kama‘ole Aquifer as a
Ground Water Management Area.

Attachments / visuals available:
e Petition and Exhibits (including recharge projections + monitoring well trends)
e Table of Approved and Proposed Developments
e List of Additional South Maui (Kamaole Aquifer) Projects
e Diagram of Proposed South Maui Projects
e Map of Kama‘ole Aquifer boundaries

About the Petitioners





KCA, MMNA, and Wailea808 are South Maui nonprofit community organizations focused on
education, advocacy, and the well-being of our community and residents, including those living
directly atop the Kama‘ole Aquifer System Area.

— END —
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Kay's Testimony for Anual Meeting WCA03062026E.docx
Aloha Members of the WCA Board of Directors,

I am Kay Anderson from Kai Malu. We chose to invest in our home in Wailea because it is represented as a true master‑planned resort community. The promise of Wailea Resort—with three world‑class golf courses, six premier hotels, outstanding restaurants, and shops—was the deciding factor in our purchase. We believed we were buying into a community defined by open space, golf, tennis, and a premier resort environment that WCA would steward.

The proposed redevelopment by Wailea Golf LLC (future called Wailea Golf) of the golf courses would fundamentally change that. It means loss of open space and critical fire breaks, with unknown but likely negative insurance impacts. It will bring more traffic, more noise and light pollution. It will reduce recreational opportunities and remove access to two 18‑hole golf courses that serve both residents and visitors. It raises significant questions about emergency egress and safety, and it threatens decreased property values and reduced tax revenues for Maui County’s economy.

All of this is happening in the broader context of the South Maui Community Plan, which contemplates roughly 8,300 new homes. Our infrastructure is already strained. Traffic congestion—especially on Piʻilani Highway—is a daily reality, and evacuation options for Wailea and Makena are dangerously limited. Our water resources are also at the breaking point: the Amatole aquifer is near capacity, we face long‑term drought, and developers are increasingly turning to energy‑intensive reverse osmosis, with its own ecological impacts and the fact that withdrawals from the Kamaʻole aquifer will remain high even with this technology. Approving more intensive development on the golf courses without first solving these issues is not planning; it is risk‑taking with our safety, our environment, and our property values.

Across the country, golf course closures have produced rapid and significant declines in nearby property values. Studies and real‑world examples show home prices in golf course communities dropping by roughly 17–40 percent—around 30 percent on average—when courses close. Homes in active golf course communities typically sell at a premium, about 9 percent higher than comparable homes elsewhere. When you close or redevelop the courses, that premium disappears. Wailea is not immune to those market forces.

If Wailea Golf moves forward with converting the golf courses to market‑price and workforce homes, Wailea Resort will shift from a three‑course championship golf resort to a denser residential area without the defining amenities of a resort community. That would erode the Wailea Resort/WCA brand as a premier, first‑class open‑space, golf‑centric destination. It may not destroy Wailea Resort overnight, but it will change who buys here, what they expect, and what WCA is perceived as stewarding.

For all these reasons, I respectfully ask you to take two concrete steps. First, act to have Wailea Golf LLC removed from the South Maui Community Plan. Second, do everything within WCA’s authority and influence to prevent this redevelopment from moving forward. Your decisions now will shape the future of Wailea Resort, our safety, our environment, and the value of all our homes.

Mahalo for your time and for your service to this community.
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